Karoo Rock Engravings

and other traces of KhoeSan history:
conserving heritage, developing tourism
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~Archaeological sites
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Garth Sampson summed up his Karoo research declaring:

“The South African centr al pl ateau 1 s
numbers of non-farming people who were also prolific makers of stone tools until
very recent times. A brief comparison of surveys conducted elsewhere in the world
reveals promptly and unambiguously that South Africa is richer in Stone Age
remains than any other place on



Rock Art

There are probably millions of individual engraved images in the Karoo,
and thousands of sites.
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Oral Literature

The /Xam folklore in the Bleek and Lloyd records; place names; as also
knowledge and stories passed down to the present.

Written Sources

Traveler accounts, archival sources.
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A weal th of her
seemingly huge potential

for tourism

But e



Conservation

SAHRA minimum standards
require basic documentation,
research and interpretation.

Rock art sites opened to the
public must have a Site
Conservation Management
Plan and typically should be
declared at least as
Provincial Heritage Sites.

Major sites in the Karoo

deserve this level of

recognition and protection.

Some would form part of an
envisaged /Xam Heartland

on South Africa’s
List for World Heritage

inscription.




Valuable lessons were learnt in
the development of the
Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre

>
////‘\N




* It appeals to a discerning well-educated
tourist who has his or her own transport

* Aimost all visitors plan to see (or have seen)
awide range of other sites/museums/attractions
while in the Kimberley area

« Strong cultural bent shows there is not a clear
link with eco-tourism interests
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Education

88% of visitors to Wildebeest Kuil (excluding school groups
not represented in this survey) have been exposed to higher
education. 66% have university degrees, nearly half of them
being post-graduate degrees.




Wildebeest Kuil attracts far fewer visitors than anticipated

Commercial considerations might have mitigated against
development 7 yet the site has achieved its own kind of success

Direct employment opportunities very small in number

Can be sustained if supported by institution such as museum or
heritage agency (same experience at Kamberg, KZN)

Expectations must be managed

Initial projections led to unrealistic community expectations of
large benefits through jobs and art & craft sales

Public sites noteworthy, educational, but costly if
compliant with SAHRA guidelines

Benefits flowing to local communities mostly intangible i

awareness of own & othersod6 heritac

about the past & present relevance
All possible publicity is needed!



nlt 1 s a great and spec
compared to any ot her
(Garth Sampson’ Karoo, 1985)

The precolonial history of the Karoo,
substantially the history of the KhoeSan, must be
one of our best kept secrets!
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Much of this heritage seems self-evidently
amenable for tourism development

But the trick is doing this in ways that address
conservation, research needs and long-term
sustainability

And that is no easy task.



