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An International Treasure

Karoo Supergroup  300 ï180 ma
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This storyline only possible because of:

Many years of palaeontological research 

Co-operation with landowners to collect fossils

Collections which are available to scientists

Training of new generations of palaeontologists



Palaeotourism ïa means of job creation? 



Can be done in a variety of ways ï

only one is sustainable



Threats

ÅFossil sites vandalised when exposed 

to public

ÅFeet damage and expose fossils

ÅUnscrupulous operators leading tours

ÅSite access denied to scientists



Vision:

Responsible palaeotourism benefiting 

individuals and institutions



The way ahead:
Palaeotourism protocol has been set up

Identify suitable sites for tourism 

Done in association with palaeontological society

Landowners and local operators to benefit

Train guides 

Establish a fossil tourism route though SA

Palaeotourism should be driven by palaeontological society assisted by 

tourism industry?



Karoo National Park





KKitching Fossil Centre



This is a fragile heritage

Once damaged it cannot be recreated

Greed will lead to loss of resource

Key is in co-operation to benefit of all


