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1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

Graaff-Reinet lies in the horse-shoe bend of the Sundays River and in the shadow of the 

rocky Sneeuberg Mountain Range. It is known as the “Gem of the Karoo”. It gets this 

name from the fact that it is cradled in a crook of the Sundays River and it seems like a 

verdant oasis in the stark surrounding landscape. (www.graaffreinet.co.za). 

 

One cannot describe Graaff-Reinet without mentioning its history. It was established in 

1786 and was named after the Governor of that time – ‘Van der Graaf’ and his wife – 

‘Reinet’. It was only the fourth district in South Africa to receive a seat of local 

government or a ‘Drostdy’, making it the fourth oldest town in the country. Graaff-Reinet 

is steeped in indigenous and settler history.  

 

In fact, around the 1770 the trek of the Boers had penetrated from the Cape into the area 

of today’s Graaff-Reinet. Here at the margin of the colony, the first white farmers in the 

area came up against the constant threat from Xhosa and indigenous San groups, who 

occupied this part of the subcontinent for centuries. The situation was too difficult for the 

Cape Town administration to inspect, so they decided to establish a state authority in the 

region. The first administrator was installed here in 1785. He determined the borders of 

his territory in 1786 and had an administration building erected.  

 

http://www.graaffreinet.co.za/
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The attempt to secure government authority turned out to be difficult. The self assured 

citizens resisted any supervision. In 1795 the burghers, smarting under the exactions of 

the Dutch East Indian Company, proclaimed a republic. This however failed as a result of 

the arrival of the British that same year. The burghers rebelled again in 1799 but did not 

succeed. In 1801 there had been another revolt in Graaff-Reinet, but owing to the 

conciliatory measures of General F Dundas (acting governor of the Cape), peace was 

restored. It was this district, where a republican government in South Africa was first 

proclaimed, which delivered large numbers of the Voortrekkers in 1835-1842 

(Wikipedia, 2007). 

 

Around the same time, Graaff- Reinet was also a certain stopover for every traveller to 

the interior. Right up to the arrival of the railway, a century later, Graaff-Reinet was a 

bustling trading centre, and in 1865 there were sixty-four recognised public 'outspans' in 

this town. These were essential to maintain the ox-wagon transport system, as places to 

rest, water and feed the oxen. Inns were established at many of the 'outspans' for the 

convenience of travellers. (www.graaffreinet.co.za) 

 

Graaff-Reinet was also famous for its agricultural input. Ostrich farming had a vigorous 

start in this region. The Camdeboo farming region became popular with the Cape Town 

butchers long before the town was actually established. In addition, around the 1820s the 

system of irrigation furrows had first been laid out. This was used for extensive irrigation 

of the vineyards that existed at that time. Graaff-Reinet was well known as a wine and 

brandy producing area. The mohair industry also had its origin here. The first sale of the 

imported angora stud goats of South Africa took place in Graaff-Reinet in 1875. Through 

selective breeding the Eastern Cape Angora has since become famous.  

 

 

2. MUNICIPAL GOVERNANCE 
 
Today, Graaff-Reinet falls under the Camdeboo Local Municipality (The first inhabitants 

of this area gave it the name Camdeboo, meaning green valley) in the Cacadu District 

Municipality of the Eastern Cape Province. The Camdeboo Municipality consists of five 

other towns, that is, Pearston, Somerset-East, Jansenville, Willowmore and Aberdeen. 

Graaff-Reinet is 628km from Port Elizabeth. Its total population was 44 371 in 2001. 

According to the 2001 Census, the majority of people in Camdeboo were Coloured (29 

811), followed by the black population (9 788), and 4 731 white people. The minority of 

the people were the Indian/Asian group at only 41 people. This also indicates the trend 

that most of the population speak Afrikaans as either their first or second language. 

 
 

Figure 1: Map of Graaff-Reinet 
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1.1  Developmental issues 
 

Like any other local municipality in South Africa, Graaff-Reinet had to develop its 

Integrated Development Plan (IDP), in which different stakeholders (political, business 

and community leaders) determine activities, operational plans, and guide the allocation 

of resources over a number of years. The Camdeboo’s IDP vision is therefore “to strive to 

ensure the development and participation of all its inhabitants within an economically 

viable and sustainable environment, where equal opportunities are promoted. Poverty is 

uprooted at an affordable cost within a crime free, healthy, environmentally friendly and 

well managed administration”.  

 

The first IDP was prepared in 2002 as is reviewed yearly as the plan is considered to 

represent an ever-changing policy and strategy that must grow and evolve with the Local 

Authority and its people. 

 

Indigent Policy. According to the financial manager (Grimbeek, 2007) the Camdeboo 

Municipality was the first-if not the only one-to clear the accounts for indigents. Those 

who are considered the poorest in this community also have access to free basic water 

and electricity. These accounts are paid through the equitable share.  

 

 

1.2  Municipal Organogram 
 

The Camdeboo Municipality has 5 departments and 107 employees (Camdeboo 

Municipality IDP review 2006/07). The administration department with 29 employees, 

the community safety services department with 13 employees, the electrical services 
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department with 24 employees, the financial department with 19 employees and the 

health services department with 22 employees. Attached please find the 5 different 

organograms in annexure ??? 

 

 

1.3  Municipal Revenue and Expenditure 
 

Table 1: Camdeboo Municipality’s Income in the year 2006/07 
 

Income type Amount 

Grants and Subsidies R14 054 568 

Tariff income R37 069 054 

Other income R  3 575 512 

Total R54 699 134 
  Source: Camdeboo Municipality operating and capital budget 2006/2007 
 

 
Table 2: Camdeboo Municipality’s Expenditure in the year 2006/07 

 

Salaries & Allowances R28 603 831 

Electricity bulk purchases R10 603 000 

Other R  9 078 043 

Repairs & Maintenance  R  1 988 812 

Loan costs R  4 678 584 

Capital expenditure R       63 000 

Contributions to special funds R  3 006 000 

Total R58 021 270 
  Source: Camdeboo Municipality operating and capital budget 2006/2007 
 
 
 

3. FINANCIAL CAPITAL 
 

In 2005, a Local Economic Development (LED) office was established in Graaff-Reinet. 

This structure works very closely with the Integrated Development Plan (IDP) office. 

This office is seen as a business centre and is mostly responsible for local investment and 

publicity. It is there to look at job creation issues, BEE, creating partnerships and 

empowering people with basic and simple but essential skills. However, the LED officer 

feels that there is currently not enough capacity to perform what is expected. 

Nonetheless, the newly appointed LED officer has been trained on what is expected.  

 

As there is no strategy in place, this office is also still a concept. A service provider will 

be appointed to put together a strategy. The office’s approach is therefore currently still 

fragmented. The strategy will help as there is currently little awareness of what is 

available on the ground.  

 

The strategy should identify resources that already exist in Graaff-Reinet and then 

optimally use and diversify them. At present Graaff-Reinet is heavily dependent on 

tourism, agriculture, retail and community upliftment projects (Fouchè, 2007).  
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1.4  Number of social grants 
 

Graaff-Reinet has a Department of Social Development area office. This office is divided 

into two. One of these offices is the South African Social Security Association (SASSA), 

which was established in 2002, and is mainly responsible for social grants in the 

community. The grants are paid out once a month through the All-Pay system or are 

deposited into the beneficiaries’ bank accounts.  

 

Currently 7 324 grants are paid out every month. Most of the people in Graaff-Reinet 

receive the Child Support grants (47%) and the Old Age grants (44.9%). Others receive 

Foster Care grants (4.8%), Disability grants (3.4%) and Care Dependency grants (1.1%) 

(Booi, 2007). 
 
 
 Table 3: Number of Social Grants received in Graaff-Reinet in 2007 
 

Type of Grant Number Percentage 

Child Support Grant 3450 47 
Old Age Grant 3295 44.9 
Disability Grant 150 3.4 
Foster Care Grant 349 4.8 
Care Dependency Grant 80 1.1 

 

 

1.5  Banks and ATMs 
 

There are 5 Banks in Graaff-Reinet, i.e, ABSA Bank, African Bank, First National Bank, 

Post Bank and Standard Bank and there are 8 ATMs. Other financial institutions in 

Graaff-Reinet include Dippies Finansiële Dienste, King Finansiële Dienste, Louhen 

Financial Services, Midboard Financial Services. Old Mutual, Oospaap Finansiële 

Dienste, Sanlam, Santam and Thuthukani Financial Services. 

 

 

1.6  Business Types 
 

Graaff-Reinet has since the eighteenth century depended on travellers, agriculture, retail 

and industry. Today, Graaff-Reinet is still situated as an ideal stop between many of the 

major centres in South Africa. The route via Graaff-Reinet is the best access between the 

Goldfields of Gauteng and the spectacular Garden Route and on the winelands and Cape 

Town in South Africa. This makes it accessible to the market and it remains the ideal 

stopover for travellers. Economic drivers in Graaff-Reinet include the tourism sector, 

agriculture, aquaculture, manufacturing, clothing, film & video industry and services, e.g. 

car wash, carpet cleaning, recycling, etc (Fouchè, 2007). Some of the business types in 

Graaff-Reinet are listed in Table??? 

  



7 

 

 
Table 4: A list of business types in Graaff-Reinet 

 

Type of businesses Names of businesses Number 

Arts/Antiques Karoo Gallery 

Swan Craft 

Reinet Antiques 

3 

Butchery & Fish Camdeboo Meat Processors 

GRT Abattoirs 

GRT Farm Butchery 

Harry’s Biltong 

Karoo Beef 

Karoo Slagtery 

Merino Butchery 

Spandau Slagtery 

Vallei Slagtery 

Venter Supermeat 

10 

Dining Fast Foods 

Burger Inn 

Desert Spring Spur 

KFC 

King Steers 

Pizza World 

Wimpy 

 

Restaurants 

Coldstream Restaurant 

Number 8 Rastaurant 

Riverside Restaurant 

Scenic Route Seafoods 

Seaman’s Restaurant 

The homestead 

12 

Funeral Parlours Brummer Funeral Palour 

Martin 

Le Roux 

Germeshuisen 

Chithibhunga 

5 

General 

Stores/Supermarkets & 

Cafès 

Belinda’s Supermark 

Camdeboo Foods 

Metro Cash & Carry 

Pick ŉ Save 

Plaza Wholesalers 

Select Fruit & Veggies 

Shoprite 

Venter’s Supermarket 

Almar Kafee 

Central Cafè 

Greenacres Cafè 

Kudu Cafè 

Maestros 

 

13 

Telecommunication Konica Minolta 

Compuserve 

Karoo Connections 

Ken’s Radio 

Kodak express 

11 
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Landell Printers 

Radio Graff-Reinet 

Reinet studios 

RJS Computers 

Sherwood Printers 

Theona Blom Rekenmeesters 

Lawyers CJ Bouwer Prokureurs 

Legal Aid 

Smit & Vennote 

Snyman & Vennote 

4 

Liquor/Pubs Tulbagh Winery 

Agave Distillers 

Camdeboo Kelders 

Jonty’s Liquor Store 

Kwikka Likka 

Pick a Drink 

6 

Retail Stores Clothes 

Ackermans 

Foschini 

Jet stores 

Markham 

Mr Price 

PEP stores 

Truworths 

Furniture 

Furncity 

Johan Brummer Furniture 

Joshua Doore 

Lewis Stores 

Russels 

Other 

American Swiss 

Clicks 

Michael’s watch maker 

Parmalat 

Philtins Jeweliers 

Sheet Street 

Waltons 

19 

Vehicle 

services/Service 

stations/Garages 

Best Buy Exhaust 

Brudcor Mechanical Services 

Bryan Shell Motors cc 

Camdeboo Glass 

Camdeboo Fitment Centre 

College Motors 

Dippies Motors 

Glasfit 

GEM Garage 

GRT Delta 

GRT Mica 

Hi-Q 

Leon Boshoff Motors 

Midland Auto 

National Auto Glass 

PG Glass 

Riverside Garage 

Seaman’s Garage 

24 
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Seaman’s Workshop 

Supa Quick 

Tata GRT Motors 

TCF Workshops 

Karoo Enjinewerke 

C&W Car Wash 

Property Camdeboo Estate Agents 

Crankshaw Estates 

Groen Karoo Eindomme 

Groot Karoo Eindomme 

Midlands Properties 

National Property purchases 

Pam Golding Properties 

Seeff Properties 

Spandau Eindomme 

Wanett’s Properties 

10 

Salons/skincare Salon Continental 

Salon Mercia 

Miem’s Haarsalon 

The Beauty Spot 

Tuanette’s skincare 

Elmarie’s health skincare clinic 

Buiten Verwagten Health Hydro 

7 

Services C&C Stoffeerders & Fabrics 

Graaff-Reinet Fabrics 

Johan Scgoltz Upholsterers 

Mr Cupboard 

Mr Fix 

Mr Paint 

Pinaldo Dressmakers 

7 

 

 

1.7  Tourism 
 

Except for the fact that tourism in Graaff-Reinet is booming as a result of it being situated 

on the ideal routes, its history also contributes to its boom. More than 200 buildings in 

Graaff-Reinet have been renovated and some have been declared National Monuments 

(20 monuments). This makes the town the only town with more proclaimed national 

monuments than any other South African town. The town is therefore made popular by 

its “unique-old world character”. 

 

Graaff-Reinet is also uniquely surrounded by the Karoo Nature Reserve which is a mecca 

for hikers, photographers and students of flora and fauna. Included in this reserve is the 

famous and awe-inspiring Valley of Desolation, as well as the peak Uitkyk, from which 

paragliding enthusiasts from all over the world come to share the thermals of the vast 

Karoo skies with the resident black eagles. (www.graaffreinet.co.za) 

 

Other places of interest in Graaff-Reinet include:  Reinet House, the Old Library 

Museum, the Old Residency, Urquhart House, the Hester Rupert Art Museum, the Drosty 

& Stretch’s Court, Jan Rupert Center, St James’ Church, Jan Rupert Little Theater, the 

Dutch Reformed Church, Union Monument, the Town Hall and War Memorial, the 
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Anglo Boer War Memorial, the Succulent & Cacti Collection in the Obesa Nursery, 

Cradock Street, privately owned dwellings, the Karoo Nature Reserve, the Valley of 

Desolation, a game viewing area, hiking trails, the Nature Valley Walk, Eerstefontein 

Day Walk and the Drie Koppe Trail 

 

Famous people 

Robert Sobukwe (founder of the PAC) was born in Graaff-Reinet, Dr Beyers Naudè 

(church leader and activist) and Dr Anton Rupert (international businessman). 

 

Accommodation 

Just like in the days of old, Graaff-Reinet still caters to a number of travelers and tourist. 

Today you will find a good selection of guesthouses, guest farms, hotels and B+B 

establishments to suit your needs in this magnificent town. There are 22 farms within the 

Camdeboo Conservancy, some of which offer cosy holiday accommodation. The Graaff-

Reinet Tourism Information Centre has a list of the accommodation types tabled below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 5: A list of accommodation in Graaff-Reinet 

 

Accommodation 

Type  

Name Number 

Bed & 

Breakfast/Lodge 

facilities 

Aan die Oewer 

Acasia 

Aldrè Bed & Breakfast 

Avondrust B&B 

Bennie’s Burrow 

Caledonia 

Camdeboo Gem Lodge 

Casa Da Arvore 

Country Village 

Die Kleine Heimal 

Die Kleinhuis 

Die Muisvoëlhuis 

Donkin Place 

Eenzaamheid 

GRT Backpackers 

Langfontein 

Heathers 

Heeren XV11 

King Fisher Lodge 

Lynne’s Place 

Merwede Ruskamers 

Mossievale 

Obesa Lodge 

Odette’s B&B 

Paranoma 

Rothman’s Rest 

Somerset Stables 

34 
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Stemar 

The Lazy Zebra 

The Red Geranium 

Toentertyd 

Van Riebeeck Plein 

Villa Reinet 

Urquhart Park 

Guesthouses Andries Stockenström Guest House 

Bush Guest House 

4 Roman Street 

Karoopark Gastehuis 

Mountain View Guesthouse 

1 Te Waterstraat 

6 Parliament Street 

7 

Guest Farms Abbotsbury 

Bloemhof 

Buiten Verwagten 

Clifton Country House 

Country Road B&B 

De Erf Manor House 

Magnificent View 

Pienaarsbaken 

Sara Lodge 

Springbuck Lodge 

The Glen 

Vrede Guest Farm 

Wheatlands 

13 

Hotels Drostdy Hotel 1 

Cottages Camdeboo Cottages 

Cypress Cottages 

Carrow-Veld Cottages 

Kambro Cottages 

Thrumbs Cottages 

Corndale Country Cottages 

Trymore Cottages 

7 

 

 

 

4. INFRASTRUCTURE CAPITAL 
 

4.1  Recreational Facilities 
 

For sports enthusiasts, Graaff-Reinet offers a wide range of activities including bowls, 

clay pigeon shooting, horse riding trails, mountain-biking, squash, tennis and yachting. 

There is also a very competitive nine-hole golf course with excellent greens for the golf 

enthusiasts. (www.graaffreinet.co.za) 

 

According to Mr Keka (2007), there are 4 recreational facilities in Graaff-Reinet. Three 

of these are in good condition. These recreational facilities are:  

The Complex, which has a rugby, a cricket and a soccer field, an athletics track, a netball 

field and a tennis court. 



12 

 

In the Botanic Gardens there are a cricket pitch and, a rugby field and  tennis and squash 

courts. 

Umasizakhe has two recreational facilities: a soccer field, which is not in a good 

condition and which is not used most of the time and also a rugby field, which is however 

up to standard and currently in use. 

 

The Complex is used most frequently. There are two swimming pools. One is in town 

and the other in Kroonvale. The municipality is not responsible for the maintenance of 

the swimming pools as they have been outsourced. 

 

 

4.2  Community Halls 
 

There are four halls that are being hired out for community functions, i.e., the Town Hall, 

Adendorp Community Hall, Umasizakhe Community Hall and Kroonvale Community 

Hall. The municipality is responsible for their maintenance.  

 

The community service sector of the municipality is responsible for making sure that 

environmental health is managed, that streets are cleaned and that refuse is collected once 

a week in residential areas in town and in the business areas in town. Sanitation is also 

monitored by this sector and the bucket system has largely been eradicated. The sites 

with septic tanks are serviced frequently. Parks and gardens are also managed by this 

sector, as are the sports grounds and recreational facilities. Proper policy development 

strategic plans and by-laws are also monitored in this sector. 

 

 

 

4.3  Schools 
 

There are 5 secondary schools in this town. Afrikaans-medium secondary schools are: 

Asherville Secondary, Hoër Volkskool, and Spandau Secondary. There is one English- 

medium secondary school – Union High – while Nqweba Secondary is a dual-medium 

school in English and Xhosa. 

 

There are 10 primary schools: Afrikaans-medium primary schools are Graaff-Reinet 

Primary, Kroonvale Primary, Lingcon Primary, Narsingstraat Primary, Ryneveld 

Primary, and Laer Volkskool. The only English-medium primary shool is Union Prep. 

Adendorp Primary is dual medium in English and Afrikaans. Isibane Primary and 

Thembalesizwe Primary are dual-medium in English and Xhosa. 

 

Graaff-Reinet has 3 pre-primary schools. These pre-primary schools are: Union Pre-

primary (English), Kroonvale Pre-primary (Afrikaans) and WE Pienaar Pre-primary 

(Afrikaans) 

 

Lastly, there are 4 farm schools, namely, Bloemhof, Doornberg, Rondefontein and 

Roodebloom. 
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Table 6: A list of the school names, number of pupils and number of educators in Graaff-
Reinet 

Name of School Pupils Educators 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Asherville  788 21 

Nqweba 583 20 

Spandau 1290 30 

Union High 498 13 

Volskool 321 11 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

Graaff-Reinet 735 25 

Isibane 462 13 

Kroonvale 722 11 

Lettie De Klerk 208 5 

Lingcom 629 17 

Narsingstraat 1010 26 

Ryneveld 798 21 

Thembalesizwe 891 17 

Union Prep 214 6 

Volskool 364 11 

PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

Kroonvale 88 1 

W.E. Pienaar 92 3 

FARM SCHOOLS 

Bloemhof 39 2 

Doornberg 19 1 

Rondefontein 11 1 

Roodebloom 44 2 

 
 

4.4  Transport Modalities 
 

Take the "Adventurescape Route" between Johannesburg and CapeTown via the N9 

turnoff at Colesburg to Graaff~Reinet.  

 

Graaff~Reinet is ideally situated as an ideal stop between many of the major centres in 

South Africa, but it is the visitor who takes the time out to explore this unique area, who 

will experience the adventure of a lifetime. 

 

The route via Graaff~Reinet is the best access between the Goldfields of Gauteng and the 

spectacular Garden Route and on to the winelands and Cape Town in the south. 

(www.graaffreinet.co.za). 

 

Buses - Intercape and Translux are available and can be booked at the Graaff-Reinet 

Information Office. 

 

Taxis  -  Local taxi –R4 – R4.50  

-  Long distance : to Cape Town at R200 on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 

:  to Port Elizabeth at R100 on Friday and Sunday 

http://www.graaffreinet.co.za/
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: Aberdeen and Niu Bethesda at R50 

- Organised groups can also hire taxi services for long distances. 

 

The railway line in Graaff-Reinet was closed. 

 

 

4.5  Communication 
 
There are a number of ways in which people communicate with each other in Graaff-

Reinet. They can communicate through the post, internet, radio (including local radio), 

Telkom, Cellular telephones and the local newspaper. 

 

The Graaff-Reinet’s Post Office has 14 employees, 8 of which are on retail and 6 for 

delivery. There are 650 post boxes, 625 of which have been rented for the year 2007. 

This post office offers the following services: 

 Post Bank for money transfers 

 Pay-a-bill point. People are able to pay their water, electricity, telephone, etc 

accounts through this service. 

 Telecommunication services such as photocopy, facsimile and the internet. One 

can buy an internet voucher from as much as R5 and access the internet for an 

hour. 

 Speed Services  (Inter Town Courier, IBM, Sun Couriers, Botha Vervoer) 

 They sell airtime for cellular phones and for Telkom telephones, school stationery 

(books, pens, pencils cases, etc) and cellular phones. 

 

The post office also offers four funeral plans. These are: Thuso Funeral Plan, Bolokelani 

Funeral Plan, Prosperity Family and Individual Plan. 

 

Also available are Internet cafès, Telkom services, all cellphone networks, local 

newspapers and a local radio station. 

 
 

4.6  Housing 
 

A total of 682 houses have been delivered in Graaff-Reinet since 1994. In the beginning, 

the houses were 20m² but the people started to pressure council as they were not happy 

with the size of the houses. The houses have since been enlarged to 40m². Each house 

costs R35 000 for all services including site and labour. All the houses therefore have 

been serviced with electricity, water and sanitation in house. The roads, on the other hand 

need much attention as there are still gravel roads. There are currently no erven available. 

 

The beneficiaries also feel that the quality of the houses is not up to standard. This is 

attributed to the fact that local labour was used even though they did not have enough 

skill. Even people supervising construction work were not experienced enough.  
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There were 7225 people on the waiting list in 2006. The municipality is managing the 

waiting list and people register daily. Once there is a project, people qualify to get the 

houses. However, there is a lack of human resources to manage the system properly. The 

municipality is also the developer, gives support and monitors all the projects. 

 

Even though there is a huge backlog, there are currently no projects in this municipal area 

because there are insufficient funds. Provincial government is not responding to 

municipal letters and therefore their needs are not addressed. 

 
Table 7: A list of the housing backlog in Graaff-Reinet 

Backlog Realistic 

backlog 

Subsidy instrument Area Planned for 

when (year) 

455 – Awaiting 

approval – application 

has already been 

submitted – Green 

Fields Project 

People’s 

Housing 

Process 

People’s Housing 

Process 

Kroonvale – Graaff-

Reinet 

2006 

27 Infill erven – 

Awaiting approval- 

Application has 

already been submitted 

People’s 

Housing 

Process 

People’s Housing 

Process 

Lower Reserve, 

Umasizakhe – 

Graaff-Reinet 

2006 

81 Infill erven - 

Awaiting approval- 

Application has 

already been submitted 

PHP PHP Lower Reserve, 

Umasizakhe – 

Graaff-Reinet 

2006 

100 Infill – New Phase 

Approach 

  Umasizakhe, Graaff-

Reinet 

2006 

10 Beneficiaries 

double - parked at 

Eunice Kekana village 

Relocation 

assistance 

PHP Umasizakhe, Graaff-

Reinet 

2006 

68 Beneficiaries of 

Khayelitsha (New 

Phase Approach) 

Relocation 

assistance 

PHP Umasizakhe, Graaff-

Reinet 

2006 

78 

 

Informal 

Settlement 

Upgrading 

 50 – Kroonvale 

14 – Umasizakhe 

14 – Tip Dwellers  

2006 

177 Triangle 

(Greenfields Project  - 

New Phase Approach 

 PHP – salaries 

exceed R1500 

Kroonvale, Graaff-

Reinet 

2006 

237 Discount 

Benefit 

Scheme 

  2006 Urgent 

assistance 

needed 

 

 

Most people who have qualified for the houses are from the local area and from the farms 

around the area. The farm workers come here after retiring from the farms. There is no 

gender or age difference amongst the beneficiaries. 
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Building material is bought locally and in Port Elizabeth. There has not been any 

privatisation so far. About 542 of these houses need to be rebuilt and then transferred 

while 178 houses are currently being revamped.  
 
Property 

 

Seeff Properties 

 

Spandauvale – R435 000 2-bedroom 

R600 000 3-bedroom  

Large erf  R1 200 000 

 

Cape Midlands 

 

Spandauville - R350 000 2 bedroom 

  R500 000 3 bedroom 

Kroonvale - R120 000 2 bedroom 

 

Pam Golding 

 

4-bedroom close to school R695 000 

Location – Erf extention: ± 630m², 3-bedroom, R685 000, with flat R690 000. 

 

There are a couple of houses that are worth up to R3.9 million. These are both heritage 

and modern houses. 

 
 

5. HUMAN CAPITAL 
 

a. Orphans 
 

Graaff-Reinet has a hospice called the Camdeboo Hospice. This hospice was established 

in 1998 for HIV/AIDS and cancer patients. According to Buckle (2007), there are 

currently 91 orphans in Graff-Reinet. There were 36 orphans in 2006 and this number has 

increased to 91 in 2007. 

 

Currently, the hospice does not accommodate patients but there are 26 care givers who 

have been trained in home based palliative care. These care givers cover 5 towns. Other 

staff members include: 

 2 professional nurses 

 2 administrative staff 

 Educator/Motivator 

 A support group co-ordinator who operates from the Methodist Church in 

Umasizakhe 
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 There is also a board which consists of 3 ministers and almost all churches are 

involved. 

 

The hospice will also appreciate having its own social workers. However, they do not 

have sufficient funds to pay for a social worker. They also do not have transport for the 

care givers who have to travel long distances to reach the patients. 

 

The hospice is funded by the Department of Social Development and the US Embassy. 

They also have fundraising projects. The Department of Social Development is the main 

funder, especially for food parcels and the stipends for the care givers. They have been 

receiving the same amount of money from the Department for the past three years, this 

despite their needs having increased.  

 

The hospice has also been trying to establish an ARV centre. This project is however 

progressing very slowly. The staff members for this centre include a retired fulltime 

doctor, a social worker, a nurse and a pharmacist. There are 8 patients currently involved 

in this programme. These patients are rapidly losing hope on the programme as ARVs 

have not yet been delivered. The patients have been waiting since 2004. The hospice is 

not receiving any help from the Department of Health. The spokesperson has mentioned 

that basic medical supplies would be much appreciated. 

 

 

b. Government Offices 
 

Graaff-Reinet has the following department: Department of Correctional Services 

Department of Education, Department of Health, Department of Social Development, and 

South African Police Services (SAPS). This section discusses some of these departments. 

 
Department of Education 

 
Eastcape Midlands Collage, Graaff-Reinet campus, Creative Minds Computer Training, 

Chinelle’s School of Dance, South African College for Tourism, Police Academy. 

 
Department of Health  

 
There is one hospital in Graaff-Reinet. The Midland Hospital has 80 beds. There are 65 

filled posts in the hospital. These are: 22 professional nurses, 25 staff nurses and 17 

nursing assistants. There is 1 fulltime doctor, 2 posts of sessional doctors level 10 and 5 

sessional doctors with 24 sessions each. All 5 sessional doctors have private practices in 

town. Listed below are the hospital visits from 2004 – 2006. 

 
Table 8: Midland Hospital Patient Headcount from year 2004-2006 

Patient Headcount 2004 2005 2006 

PHC headcount under 5 
years 

20 474 26 371 20 660 

PHC headcount over 5 years 80 338 115 
917 

101 696 

Total 100 812 142 122 356 
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234 

 

 

There are 4 clinics (Asherville, Umasizakhe, Kroonvale and Horseshoe) in Graaff-Reinet 

and 2 mobile clinics (Masakhane and Nieu Bethesda). There is 1 senior professional 

nurse for all the clinics and 11 professional nurses. There are 2 assistant nurses and 5 

general assistants. Attached please find an organogram for the primary health care 

department. 

 

There is also a Margery Parkes Santa Hospital in Graaff-Reinet. Its services are to give 

out Anti-Retroviral Treatment Services (ARVs), TB services and cater for chronic 

patients. 

 

Other health care services include two pharmacies, two dentists and one ambulance 

service. 
 

Department of Social Development 

 

This department has been existing in Graaff-Reinet since the 1980s. It has ±45 staff 

members. There is a CLO and administrative staff and there are about 30 social workers. 

The department has 8 programmes, that is, Child Youth Family Care programme – 

caring for the orphaned children. The HIV/AIDS programme – Masiphilisane, The 

Victim Empowerment Programme (VEP) – there is a VEP women’s co-operative 

which helps women to be self reliant. A structure is currently being put up for an 

overnight service. Child Protection Services, Probation Work Section - this section 

deals with children who are in conflict with the law. The children are assessed for 48 

hours and the centre tries to ensure that they are kept away from the criminal justice 

system. The NGO section – there are 2 NGOs supported by Social Development, that is, 

CM Raad and Graaff-Reinet Child Welfare Society, Special Needs Section – caters for 

the elderly, the disabled and those who abuse substances. The disability group has a 

protective workshop in which they develop their skills and the elderly belong to three 

groups, Nosango Veronica Sobukhwe, Huis van Graaff and Parsonage Street Old Age 

home and Community Work – this section also has multi-purpose centres with different 

projects. There is also a food security project. 

 

This department works closely with the South African Social Security Association. 

 
South African Police Services 

 
Crime in Graaff-Reinet seems to be stable over the years as it increases in some years and 

decreases in other. There is no evidence of its decline over the years. The most 

committed crimes in Graaff-Reinet seem to be theft and assault related. There are also 

high burglary incidences at residential premises. 

 
Table 9: Crime in Graaff-Reinet for April to March 2001/02 to 2006/07 

Crime Category April to March 

 2001/2 2002/3 2003/4 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 

Murder 24 26 34 21 40 28 
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Attempted Murder 15 9 6 10 13 9 

Rape 36 60 48 61 61 48 

Indecent assault 9 13 7 10 10 21 

Assault with the intention to inflict 

grievous bodily harm 

597 510 496 566 507 476 

Common Assault 335 170 119 145 277 208 

Common robbery 57 57 45 42 75 64 

Robbery with aggravating circumstances 16 14 23 20 22 13 

General aggravated robbery 14 12 20 20 19 13 

Carjacking 1 1 0 0 1 0 

Truck hijacking 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Robbery at residential premises  - 1 2 0 0 0 

Robbery at business premises - 0 1 0 2 0 

Robbery of cash in transit 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bank robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Arson 13 15 10 9 6 11 

Malicious damage to property 185 175 145 158 164 159 

Burglary at residential premises 306 356 242 298 348 295 

Burglary at business premises 200 214 183 141 168 149 

Theft of motor vehicle & motor cycle 22 27 12 12 5 18 

Theft out of or from motor vehicle  133 196 86 96 63 91 

Stock theft 87 149 126 76 67 53 

Illegal possession of firearms & 

ammunition 

1 3 9 3 8 2 

Drug-related crime 40 53 93 103 99 109 

Driving under the influence of alcohol & 

Drugs 

29 16 16 32 23 28 

All theft not mentioned elsewhere 638 695 517 560 517 477 

Commercial crime 48 39 31 50 24 29 

Shoplifting 173 133 138 96 81 107 

Culpable homicide 8 11 8 4 18 13 

Kidnapping 0 0 1 0 1 1 

Abduction 0 4 2 5 2 1 

Neglect and ill treatment of children 8 4 22 10 4 4 

Public Violence 6 1 4 0 0 0 

Crimen injuria 134 67 29 38 115 80 
Source:www.saps.gov.za/statistics/reports/crimestats/2007/_pdf/province/eastern_cape/karoo/graaff_reinet.pdf 

 

 

 

6. NATURAL CAPITAL 
 

a. Commercial Farming 
 
Today Graaf-Reinet is well known for its excellent farmland and its breeding studs of 

sheep, goats, cattle and ostrich. According to Fouchè (2007) agriculture is one of the 

economic drivers in Graaff-Reinet and the following projects are supported by the LED 

office, aloe, agave, wool, mohair and ostrich, meat production (poultry & livestock), 

tunnel farming, vegetable production (mostly underground growing vegetables – potato, 

onion, garlic), fruit production, flower production and essential oils. The meat 



20 

 

production, fruit production and flower production projects are currently in the process of 

being developed and will become macro-projects should trials prove successful. 

 
b. Commonages 

 

Emergent farmers are being supported to formalise subsistence farming to commercial 

farming. The commonages are seen as poverty-relief projects, as the projects are to try 

ensure permanent employment for the emergent farmers. The aim is transfer skills to the 

emergent farmers on issues of land use, i.e., issues of erosion control, rotation, etc. 

 

However, there is currently no scientific approach towards how the matter is being 

handled. As a result most of the projects are not sustainable. Some of the problems 

currently being experienced are: overgrazing, lack of knowledge about land use and 

agriculture, lack of management skills (rent is currently not being paid) and stagnation. 

Even co-operatives are said to fail. Land care was introduced in 2003, yet it is not being 

followed. 

 

These problems are said to be the result of the fact that the municipality and government 

are expected to manage every detail. Bi-laws are also not enforced and things are said to 

be going too far and this is resulting in desertification.  

 

 

7. SOCIAL CAPITAL 
 

Churches 
 

According to the Knott-Graig (2007), from the time of the establishment of Graaff-Reinet 

in 1986, there were no ministers. When the town was established and the governor Jacob 

van der Graaff was appointed Governor of the Cape, he was instructed to erect a church 

for this area. In 1972, the first minister was appointed. His name was Ds von Manger. 

Three years later he departed and no replacement could be found for a further three years. 

In 1978 the Rev. H. W. Ballot was appointed to the district. He immediately attended to 

the completion of the half erected new church. However, before this could be 

accomplished, the church was destroyed by fire in 1799. Another church was constructed 

immediately at the northern end of the Church Street. This building was completed in 

September 1800. The congregation grew considerably, this resulting in the demolition of 

the second in 1822. Another church was built and completed in 1823. Services were held 

in the open air as well as on farms until the third church was completed. This church with 

its thatched roof, stately gables, clock tower and “ring-muur”, served the community for 

about sixty years. Then, during the ministry of Rev. Charles Murray, exactly 100 years 

after the founding of Graaff-Reinet, the foundation stone for the fourth and existing 

Dutch Reformed Church was laid on 12 April 1886. The imposing presence of the Dutch 

Reformed Grootkerk forms the physical centre of Graaff-Reinet. This church is one of the 

most imposing and beautiful churches in South Africa. It was designed on lines similar to 

the Salisbury Cathedral in England by the Cape Town architect J. Bisset. The estimated 
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cost of building the church amounted to R 22 712.00 and the contractors were Grant and 

Downie. The cost of the building material was kept low as all the stones were obtained 

locally, and members of the community provided the transport. The church can seat 1 500 

people. The building was declared a National Monument on the 21
st
 March 1975. This 

church is still active today. 

 

Also active in the area are the Dutch Reformed Nuwekerk, the Afrikaanse Protestante 

Kerk, the AGS Kerk, Assembly of God, Trinity Methodist Church, Revival Ministries of 

God, St James Anglican Church, the Catholic Church and the Pinkster Protestante Kerk. 

In Kroonvale, there are 51 registered denominations and there are 32 registered churches 

in Umasizakhe  

 

Clubs 
 

There are four social clubs in Graaff-Reinet. These are The Graaff-Reinet Bowling Club, 

The Graaff-Reinet Golf Club, The Graaff-Reinet Publicity Association and The Graaff-

Reinet Men’s Club. The Graaff-Reinet Publicity Association is doing a wonderful job in 

marketing the town. 

 

CBOs/NGOs 
 

NGOs in Graaff-Reinet include the following: ACVV, Camdeboo Hospice, Camdeboo 

Victim Empowerment, Graaff-Reinet Child Welfare, Christelike Maatskaplike Raad, 

Graaff-Reinet Cancer Association, Kindersorgvereniging, SPCA.  
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